
PAGE 1 HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES WINTER 2023 

 

 

FISHING FAMILY SIGNS TO BE REPLACED  

WINTER 2023 

We are now in the fundraising stage for replacing the 
eight information panels that tell the story of the commercial 
fishing industry in Port Washington. Shortly after commercial 
fishing ended in Port with the sinking of the Linda E in De-
cember of 1998, the panels were placed in Rotary Park near 
the cityôs commercial fishing hub largely by Lloyd Smith of 
the Smith Bros. family. After almost 25 years, the panels are 
no longer readable, and the frames and signposts are so cor-
roded they cannot be repainted.   
The Historical Society is joining with Kiwanis along with 

the Schowalter, Smith and Ewig families to create new panels 
and place them in new frames and signposts. Each panel 
within a metal frame and attached to a surface-mounted metal 
post costs around $600 including shipping. We would like to 
order the new panels before the end of the year so they can be 
installed before the summer of 2024. If you would like to con-
tribute, you may donate on our website under the SUPPORT 
tab and designate that the funds go toward the Rotary Park 
signs. You may also mail a check to: PWHS, P.O. Box 491, 
Port Washington, WI 53074. Thank you for supporting the 
preservation of your community history.  
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Presidentõs Message 
Your Remarkable Board of Directors 

 
I have been asked several times during the last year 

whether members of the Board of Directors could be 
asked to volunteer, contribute, or give support to some 
event of the Society. The answer is that they are already 
doing all these things as I will point out below.    
Some may not realize how unique the PWHS 

Board of Directors is in the world of non-profit organi-
zations. Your Board is composed of a group of very 
dedicated, active and supportive Society members.  
They do not simply attend bi-monthly meetings, advise the Executive Director, 
or provide corporate sponsorship to the Society. Your directors also serve on and 
attend standing committee meetings and strategic planning activities on alternate 
months. Additionally, they have been called upon to move displays at the Re-
source Center, work tables at community events, take inventories in our storage 
spaces, welcome guests to our facilities and guide tours at the 1860 Light Station.   
Each of your Directors have given generously of their time over the past year 

when volunteers were still in short supply. Further, 
they have donated funds, auction items and their time 
in support of our fundraising efforts.   
I am very proud to have been associated with all of our 
2023 Directors. I thank Mark Schowalter and Pat 
Curtiss for their years of service and look forward to 
working with our two new Directors, Mike Keller and 
Grant Smith, in 2024. 
 
Nancy Holley, President 
Port Washington Historical Society Board of Directors 
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Historical Perspectives  
is published 3 times per year  

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  
 
Do you enjoy talking about the history of Port Washington? Meeting 

others? Being a part of an endeavor that supports the Historical Society?  
We need your help. There are many ways to help out, whether at the 

1860 Light Station, Resource Center or society programs or activities.  
If you can help, please email us at porthistinfo@gmail.com or call us at 

262-268-9150. 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

PRESENTATION  
 
If you missed the 2023 October Membership Meeting but would like to 

see Nancy Holleyôs presentation on the state of the Society, you can down-
load the presentation by clicking here.    

http://www.pwhistory.org
mailto:porthistinfo@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/140XEktMYoRvn99awlS6zlEg2po02uQps/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=113148004709076685043&rtpof=true&sd=true
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 As the season of gratitude draws near, I want to 
thank you for your support of the Port Washington His-
torical Society. Through your membership, volunteering 
and generous gifts you help the Society achieve its mis-
sion - to preserve and share community history that con-
nects the past to the present, with a view to the future.   
As we look back on 2023, friends like you have 

helped us to accomplish so much: 

¶ Complete the construction of an outdoor exhibit 
shelter for our historic lifeboat  

¶ Develop an audio shipwreck walking tour along the 
harbor and walking tours of the historic downtown 
¶ Purchase the condominium storage unit which we 
had been renting for over ten years 

¶ Present our speaker series and author presentations - 
all open to the public 

¶ Expand our Building and Historical Markers Pro-
grams 
¶ Open new exhibits of the photos of two local war-
time photographers                  

Looking to 2024, with your donations we will com-
plete our major initiatives: 
¶ Replace the Fishing Families markers in Rotary Park  

¶ Welcome Keepers-In-Residence to the 1860 Light 
Station 

¶ Expand our partnership with the Wisconsin Ship-
wreck Coast National Marine Sanctuary       
¶ Increase community engagement with new relevant 
programming and exhibits  

¶ Replace the server that stores Collections data   
  PWHS is stretching to do more, and we need your 
help to go further, as members always and as donors 
now. Any gift that you can give today to our Annual 
Fund will make a difference in directly supporting the 
Society in the future.  
 Warm wishes for a happy holiday season. 
 
Dawn St. George, PhD 
Executive Director 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORõS UPDATE 

RESOURCE CENTER NEWS  
It was a busy summer for visitors with the Resource 

Center open Monday, Thursday and the added days of 
Friday and Saturday. We had 598 visitors that came 
through our doors, enjoying the exhibits, accessing our 
business files, and exploring the Lake Michigan Table 
and Ozaukee Press Table. Both were well received. 
Volunteers are the heart of what we do whether at the 
Resource Center, at the 1860 Light Station or being on 
the Board of Directors helping with events.  
Our current exhibits will continue through the up-

coming winter months: Two Photographers, Two Wars, 
and Two Cameras, the photography of the Korean Con-
flict through the eyes of Roy Zehren and the photog-
raphy of World War II through the eyes of Vernon 
Biever, and Remembering the Toledo, a schooner that 
sank off Port Washington in an 1856 Lake Michigan 
storm with the loss of 40 lives.  
Over two plus decades, visitors have enjoyed tour-

ing the 1860 Light Station through the portrayal of the 
living quarters of its keepers. Items have been added 
and moved from room to room. Four volunteers have 
spent two years cataloging the contents of the 1860 
Light Station and Generator Building for the purpose of 
having an accurate inventory of the Society's collec-
tions. They also documented items from the Linda Nenn 
Collection currently being displayed at the Light Station 
and other items in storage. Needless to say, this has in-
volved hundreds of items!  
In September the Society was excited to be the re-

cipient of a donation of numerous 
items from a long-time member and 
supporter. It included a small candy 
dish and a variety of Archaic and 
Woodland Indian artifacts.  
 What is notable about the candy 
dish is not only the image of the 1872 
Wisconsin Street School on the inside 
of the dish, but the underside of the 
dish is printed with ñmade in Germa-
ny for Jacob Schumacher of Port 
Washington.ò  Jacob Schumacher was 
the son of stone mason Dominic Schu-

macher who had emigrated to the U.S. in 1854. Domi-
nic set up a monument shop in a frame building on the 
corner of Washington and Franklin streets. It was taken 
over later by son Jacob and replaced by a stone building 
in 1931 by Jacobôs son Matthias. Matthiasôs son Thom-
as was the last of the four generations of Schumachers 
to manage the monument works. A brick home now sits 
at the corner of Montgomery and Jackson streets, with a 
cornerstone that says Jacob Schumacher.  
Archaic artifacts, 5000-8000 years 

old, include a copper fishhook and stone 
tools that were likely used as axes. 
Woodland Indian artifacts, 1000-2500 
years old, including notched arrow points 
displayed inside the box frame, are ap-

(Continued on page 11) 

#ÁÎÄÙ ÄÉÓÈ 

#ÏÐÐÅÒ ǢÓÈ ÈÏÏË 
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The 2023 tourist season at the 
1860 Light Station was very suc-
cessful and a lot of fun for all. 
Counting members of the general 

public and 
ten private 
tours, we 
had a total 
of over 
1100 peo-
ple tour 
the Light 
Station.  
This was an increase of 30% 
over our count 

from last year! 
 Private tours can range from just a 

few people to over 40 visitors at one 
time, requiring additional volunteers and 

a special 
strategy to 
make sure 
that everyone 
has a good 
experience. 
 Iôd like to 
express a 
hearty ñthank youò to our 
volunteers and student Light 
Station staff member, Dane 
Metzger. We couldnôt have 

had such a successful season with-
out you all! Nearly all of the Histor-
ical Society executive board mem-
bers volunteered as guides, many 
signing up for more than one day! 
Itôs a fun way to meet the public and 
share the interesting story of our 
historic Light Station. If youôre in-
terested in joining our team of vol-
unteers, please send an e-mail to: 
1860lighthousetours@gmail.com. 
Training is available, and itôs not at 
all difficult! 

We made sure to promote our Keeper Program 
which will begin in the spring of 2024. 
This exciting program allows members of 
the public to 
stay at the 
Light Station 
for a week or 
two, helping to 
guide tours for 
the public. 
More can be 
learned about 
this unique 
experience by 

going to our website, 
www.pwhistory.org, and se-
lecting the Resident Keeper 
Program heading. 

1860 LIGHT STATION REPORT  

On two occasions this 
summer we had visitors 
with special ties to the 
1860 Light Station... their 
families lived there! 
From the mid-1930s until 
the early 1990s the Light 
Station was not an active 
lighthouse, but a home to 
Coast Guard personnel 
and their families. 
This year we had a visit 
from Sarah, the daughter 
of Lyle Barnard, one of 

the Coast Guard officers who lived at the Light Station 
from 1975 to 1976. Sarah is the youngest of seven chil-
dren in the family. This year Sarah was back with some 
of her siblings and extended family! 

We also had a visit from the family of 1st As-
sistant Marvin S. Cornell, who was stationed 
at the 1860 
Light Station 
from May 
1942 to April 
1945. 
Marvinôs 
grandson, 
great-
grandson, and 
great-great 
grandchildren 
were photo-

graphed in the Keeperôs 
Office with the photo-
graph of their ancestor! 

2023 LIGHT STATION FAMILY VISITS  

#ÈÉÅÆ ,ÙÌÅ "ÁÒÎÁÒÄ 
ΧίέΫ-Χίέά 

&ÁÍÉÌÙ ÏÆ -ÁÒÖÉÎ 3Ȣ #ÏÒÎÅÌÌ 

-ÁÒÖÉÎ 3Ȣ #ÏÒÎÅÌÌ 
ΧÓÔ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ ΧίΪΨ-ΧίΪΫ 

mailto:1860lighthousetours@gmail.com
http://www.pwhistory.org















